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OPINION

GRADUATION, NATURALIZATION, 
LEGISLATION 
 Joy and determination, pride. Look in their eyes. Alike, 
graduates and new citizens are handed a piece of paper, and their life 
changes. The American Dream is a little closer, their futures a little 
more secure.  And 12 million immigrants, essentially all Hispanic, with 
no legal status here,  pray for the same opportunities. No one doubts 
their work ethic, no one doubts their family values, and no one doubts 
that they already contribute to the economic health and the cultural 
richness of our country. What to do about them?
 That is the debate that rages now. In Congress, in a small Texas 
town, in the Aldermanic chambers of New Haven, and in 
demonstrations on the streets of New Haven. Fence or no fence, ID 
cards, fines, guest workers. Demonstrators shout, in defiance and a 
statement of obvious reality: “Aqui estamos, no nos vamos, si nos 
echan, nos regresamos!”
 We devote the largest article in this year’s final issue to 
immigration, because it is in the news,  because it affects many of our 
students, and because these newest of the New Immigrants are knocking 
at the door, and want to graduate into American society. Let’s answer 
the door, think hard about it, and figure out a way to welcome them, as 
we welcome our 2007 graduates. 

Was James Tillman the only Victim?
James C. Tillman spent over eighteen years in prison—for a 

crime he never committed. Despite the fact that nearly two decades of 
his life were stolen by the state government, he showed an admirable 
capacity to forgive. In 1988, Tillman was convicted for the rape of a 26-
year old woman. The evidence against him was the eyewitness 
testimony of the victim. Recent DNA evidence proved that Mr. Tillman 
did not in fact commit the crime. This evidence and the efforts of the 
Innocence Project organization led to his release in 2006. On Friday, 
May 25th, Mr. Tillman spoke to Wilbur Cross students about the abuse 
he sustained while imprisoned as well as the steps he would take to 
forgive and continue his life as a free man.  His words of fortitude and 
forgiveness were inspirational.

 Yet, it seems that a significant issue has been forgotten: that 
there were two victims as opposed to just one. Mr. Tillman was not the 
only individual wronged in this situation. He may have robbed of 18 
years of his life, but the woman must suffer a lifetime of anguish and 
shame. With all of the emphasis placed on a "black man" being wronged 
by a "white woman", it has been forgotten that Mr. Tillman's 
exoneration has not reversed the original crime. Rather, in the midst of 
Mr. Tillman's euphoric liberation, somewhere, a woman's wounds are 
re-opened. She is now reminded of the fear that might have already left 
her. On top of this,  she must live with the guilt of misidentifying another 
man. 

The Tillman Case,  and similar cases with sexual crimes against 
women, provides people with an excuse to unfairly castigate women for 
dishonesty. Even in simplistic rape cases, where the perpetrator is 
clearly identified, the woman must face scrutiny and shame for the rest 
of her life. She must constantly defend herself against people who 
blame her for "provoking" the act or "lying" about the details of the 
incident. She must constantly fight the stereotype of a “seductress” who 
“deserved” the atrocity inflicted upon her. In last month’s presentation, 
many Cross students seemed to feel that the woman was to blame for 
the injustice committed against Tillman. More than likely, the woman 
who misidentified him did so out of simple human error. Regardless, 
she is still experiencing the pain from her ordeal. James Tillman finally 
gained freedom from his suffering. She may never be free of hers.  Until 
we all come to understand this, justice may never be done.

Bring Back the Gay-Straight 
Alliance.
 Now, clearly, one must tread carefully – slovenly steps have 
evoked court cases and rallies, bills and drama. However, that is no 
reason to be hindered in our approach of the very complicated and 
internal issue at hand – this time, by forming a Gay-Straight Alliance. 

Homophobia and stereotyping has always been a part of nearly 
every homosexual, bisexual, transsexual and even straight life. It is 
doubtful that any reader has been able to evade hearing or saying, 
“That’s gay.” Etymologically, the phrase carries a very odd message, 
since the actual meaning of the word ‘gay’ has nothing to do with 
sexuality. Literally, one is hearing, “That’s merry.”  And this leads one 
to conclude that the message could only have a direct connection with 
the slang meaning; in other words, many people today are borderline 
prejudiced in their everyday speech and do not even realize it.
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 However – not realizing it would have been a bit of a blessing 
if it were a constant occurrence. Sadly, all of us know that people are 
generally aware of their thoughts and feelings towards those unlike 
themselves. Quite often, dealing with ignorance and disgust in particular 
is the problem that homosexuals of all ages have to face. 
 These, though, are very broad terms – specifically, some 
examples are handy and visible at Wilbur Cross. If one is to find out 
that an acquaintance is homosexual, their perception of the person is 
to inevitably change. Many WC students choose to act on that 
negatively, badmouthing homosexuals in blunt speeches - which are 
often cushioned by words that sound absurd in context, such as “Of 
course, I’m not gonna say anything against, you know, gay people.” 
 A taste: Dirty gay ho.  Faggot. Fag bag. Dang... ugh…
lesbos! Dyke. Gay-ass retard. Readers can probably add to the list.
 Not surprisingly but very sadly, this demeanor has in the 
past changed only by a sudden discovery on the part of the 
prejudiced – for instance, finding out that a close family member is 
not as proudly straight as their kin is made out to be. 
 There is certainly not much to be done about people’s 
mindset, unless it is done by peers on an individual basis. (There is 
hardly a chance of this, as most peers suffer from the same 
affliction.)  However, it is necessary to offer open-minded 
heterosexuals, as well as homosexuals, bisexuals… all people, in 
other words, to simply spend time together. Gay-Straight Alliances 
(GSA) are present in many schools and colleges, and offer a relaxed 
haven for anyone who wishes to spend time in good company, 
without fear of bigotry. It is not mandatory for any GSA to hold 
regular raucous parades around the school, sporting the rainbow 
colors of gay pride. Also, it is not an organization formed to discuss 
sex or encourage promiscuity among minors. (There was a case in 
Okeechobee where students wishing to form a GSA won against 
their school, which was concerned that GSA was a badly masked sex 
club.) 
 Not many readers may know this, but Wilbur Cross High 
School was, for a very long time, home to a large GSA. This alliance 
disintegrated less than four years ago, and the teachers that were 
mentoring it are still present at Cross. Naturally, there are also students 
who would like to reform the Cross GSA. This is planned for next 
school year.  

Living In A Graveyard
 Ladies and gentlemen, this is the one and only Kashif Bullock, 
and I’m going to take you on a tour of what I call the Graveyard.  Other 
people may refer to it as the hood. Lots of people grow up in tough 
neighborhoods or dangerous areas. I am here to give you a picture of 

how I see this whole situation. Every day I pick a newspaper, and it 
talks about someone being shot or killed. About 90% of the time, 
shootings are gang or drug related. People kill each other because of the 
neighborhood that they live in. Let me explain something to all ya’ll 
fake thugs out there fightin’ for the hood. The hood doesn’t make you 
tough. The only thing that the hood brings you is death. That’s one of 
the reasons why I refer to the hood as the “Graveyard”. When you kill 
somebody for disrespecting your hood, you don’t realize that you’re 
really doing it for no reason at all. The hood isn’t going to kill for you! 
The hood is just a bunch of streets and/or buildings that don’t care 
whether you live or die. The hood will always be there. You won’t! I 
used to go around and fight for my hood, but when I got locked up all 
that stopped. The only thing that the hood can bring you is 
consequences. The hood is what gets you killed. The hood is nothing 
but one big casket that wants people to lay down in it. People aren’t 
gong to realize until they’re resting behind bars the consequences that 
hood behavior brings. I’m worried that I still haven’t learned yet. I’m 
now 17 years old and I was locked up when I was 12. I got out three 
months ago.  A lot of things happened when I was gone. When you’re 
locked up for four years like I was, and you don’t receive mail or get 
visits, you began to lose hope and start to give up. That sh*t changed 
me. None of my boys from my hood wrote me. And that’s when I left all 
that affiliation stuff alone. Why show love to something that won’t show 
love back? People say that they are so called “married to the hood,” but 
what they fail to see is that the hood is unfaithful.

-Kashif Bullock
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NEWS

COWBOYS, MEXICANS, DESTEFANO 
AND RELL

On May 12, 2007, voters in a Dallas suburb called 
Farmer’s Branch made a momentous decision that may 
transform the stakes of the immigration debate. By a vote of 
68% to 32%, residents voted to make it illegal for landlords to 
rent apartments to undocumented immigrants. Opponents of 
the new ordinance include residents, civil rights groups, 
property owners, and businesses, who intend to challenge it 
court.  They say that the rule discriminates and makes landlords 
do the federal government’s job on immigration. 
 The measure was the first vote by a local government 
to discourage illegal immigration. The vote reflects the fears of 
increased economic competition from and the growing 
political power of Hispanic immigrants. Up to now, the 
immigration issue has been something left to federal 
government. However, with the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, and the President in a prolonged battle over 
immigration reform, citizens have become impatient. There are 
at least sixty other communities nationwide that are 
considering similar proposals. Such local laws may lead to 
racial profiling and discrimination. There is no way to know 
that the problem of undocumented immigration will be fixed 
by these practices.  However, it is almost certain that citizens of Latin 
American descent will be penalized based on the color of their skin and 
their Spanish accent.
 What a difference a border makes. In New Haven, Aldermen 
voted 25 to 1 to provide identification cards to the over 10,000 
undocumented immigrants so things will be easier for them, for 
example, so that they can open bank accounts and get library cards. And 

in the Connecticut Senate, legislators voted to allow illegal immigrant 
residents to pay in state rather than out of state tuition at state 
universities. Governor Rell must first sign, and most observers expect 
her to do so. Senate Majority Leader Martin M. Looney, D-New Haven, 
argued that the children at the center of the debate are not strangers, "but 
the classmates and friends of our own children." "This is an investment 
in our future," Looney said,  "This is a sign of the generosity that has 
been America."

-Torrese Ouellette

New Citizens

El Ceremonio

Me sorprendio la formalidad y organizacion de los trabajadores en la 
corte. En la entrada pasamos por detectores de metales (no celulares, 
audifonos con musica, dinero o ningun objeto electronico)

Durante el ceremonio,  la secretaria presento a la jueza y nos pusimos de 
pie. Segundo la resentante de servisios migratorios se presento ante la 
audiencia. La secretaria leyo el juramento de lealtad mientras la 
audiencia de pie con la mano dereche en alto.

Luego la jueza presento a toda la audiencia diciendo el nombre de cada 
persona y el pais de donde viene. (La corte es grande llena de luces, 
coloresd formales com crema, gris, blanco, sillas, escritorios y bancos 
para la audiencia en amdera. El piso era en alfombra de color azul 
marino). Entonces empesamos con la entrega de Certificados de 
Ciudadania Americana a cada una de las personas que estubieron alli 
con familiars ancioso esperando el fin de este proceso de 
Naturalizacion. Mientras los estudiantes fotografiaban a las personas 
que ahora son ciudadanos americanos con sus certificados en mano. Los 
estudiantes tambien entrevistaron a los ciudadanos haciendales varias 
preguntas tales como:
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Farmer’s Branch - Texas



Un Poquito de Historia 

Despues de la destruccion de las Torres Gemelas, la corte detuvo por un 
ano el proceso de naturalizacon. Este edificio antes er un correo pero lo 
renovaron para convertirlo en lo que ahora es La Corte Ferderal. Las 
audiencias de naturalizacion ahira son mas efecientes y rapidas gracias a 
que despues de 1911 se convirito en una seccion independiente de La 
Corte Federal.

 -Yarelis Rivera

Impressions

 My impression is how the judge was so nice to the people, and 
the looks on people’s faces when they got their certificates.  -Yanira 
Diaz. When the judged give the naturalization of all immigrants in 
there,  she reminded the people not to forget their own culture. -Suhery 
Heredia.  Something that made an impression on me was the smiles on 
the people’s faces because there were becoming American citizens.  -
Aldeyde Diaz.  My impression is when all of us got to sit in the Jury box, 
but the more impression for me is how the people looked so happy 
when they became citizens. -Edgar Yu. 
 The things that impressed me the most was to see how proud 
and happy the people were to have become citizens. Also the number of 

people from so many different parts of the world. -Carlos Santana. Mi 
impresion fue ver a diferentes nacionalidades. La disiplina que habia en 
la corte ver a tantas personas que le estaban dando la ciudadania 
Americana. 
-Miguel Osorio.
 Things that impressed me a lot was how happy the people 
looked. Like if they were getting the right to live again. And all they 
were doing was getting naturalized.  -Normarie Kilgore. It really 
impressed me to see the happy faces of all the immigrants. Most of all 
the family jumping up and down, happy to be U.S. citizens. -Rochelle 
Vasquez. No me sorprendi tanto estar en una corte porque ya habia 
estado.  Pero lo mas que me sorprendio fue cuando le entregaronlos 
certificados a los imigrantes.  -Yesenia Bonilla.  I was very nervous 
interviewing the Judge because I wasn’t sure what to ask.  Jenny Muy. 
I asked the Judge a question about how she likes her job. She said that 
she felt good doing things like naturalization ceremonies, because 
everyone is happy, and that most of the time Court is about fighting over 
something.  -Leixa Torres and Lesly Mendieta.

Interviews

Danuta Tohorzewski is 
from Poland, and has 
been in the United States 
for 5 years. “I’m feeling 
good and happy to 
becoming an American 
citizen. I think it’s going 
to be better for me and 
my children because I’m 
going to bring them from 
Poland, and I’m going to 
go to school to learn 
better English and to 
have a better job and to 
be proper in this 

country.” -Aldeyde Diaz 
Rita Quezada is from Mexico,  has been living the United States for 13 
years.  “Me siento muy contenta esperaba mucho. Tener trabajo y hacer 
algo en este pais, ademas tengo familia aqui.” -Yanira  Diaz
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(standing) Xang Xi Cao, Rohan Patel, Miguel Osorio, Moriba Kuovogi,
Victor Gonzalez, Valery Colon, U.S. District Judge Joan Margolis,
Ysenia Bonilla, Olga Gonzalez, Leslie Mendieta, Leixa Torres, Yanira Rosario, 
Teacher Irma Garcia, Jenny Muy, Yarelis Serrano (partly hidden), Carlos 
Santana, Teacher James Brochin and Edgar Yu (kneeling)



Ester Milstein Brochin (interviewed in class. She is Mr. Brochin’s 
mother, and was naturalized in 1952) has been in the US for 57 years, 
and was born in Mexico.  “Me senti muy feliz porque iba a ser muy facil 
establecerse aqui porque se le hacia incomodo viajar a cada momento a 
Mexico porque ella  cuando se naturalizo ya estaba casada. Las 
esperanzas fueron que iba a vivir en paz y amor con mi esposo e hijos 
ya que no iba a tener ese temor de vivir acosada.” -Lisset Treyes, 
Isander Sanchez, Normarie Kilgore

Katia Velazquez is from Honduras. “I am extremely happy to 
be an American citizen  I want to learn more English to get a 
better job and be able to help other immigrants learn English so 
that they do not become the subject of mockery or racism.” 
-Jenny Muy

Photographs by: Valery Colon and Rochelle Vasquez
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Student Rohan Patel with new citizens Mr. 
and Mrs. Madhavani of Gujarat State, India

Student Miguel Osorio interviews 
Immigration officer at naturalization hearing



Photos by various students

Immigration Demonstration
On May 1st in New Haven, Connecticut,  a large gathering of people 
went downtown to protest and support the millions of immigrants who 
work in the United States. In this protest participated a lot people of 
different ages and countries, not only from South America. This event 
started with many artists from Puerto Rico. Each person who went to 
protest had posters, and signs with their stance on the immigration 
debate. This protest had more than 2,000 people but not only from 
Connecticut.

The posters had different messages like:

* Equal Rights for immigrants
* Let's respect each other's differences
* Amnesty 
* We need opportunities to be part of this nation- we want to be legal
* No more killing on the border
* Tear down the borders.
* FIST:
  Fight
  Imperialism
  Stand
  Together
*Solidarity 
*Health care for all
*They lie
*Ningun Ser Umano Es Ilegal – No Human Being is Illegal

This event was a positive influence, letting people know what 
immigrants do for this country. They are human like everyone in the 
world, and they are not criminals, the immigrants help this country and 
with their help, the United States can be better each day. The 
immigrants came here to get better lives; they have to come here 
because their homelands there are economic problems. The immigrants 
need more opportunities and equal public services, like any person.

-Raul Vasquez, Betsabeth Treyes, Erica Monter

May Day 2007

The pro-immigration demonstration was the big event. Loud, 
committed, wonderful. And there was everything else. A goulash, 
potpourri, a mixed green salad of varied causes, most of which we never 
heard of.
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Cross students in the pro-immigration march; Erica Monter, Clara 
Ramirez, Lissette Treyes, Betsabeth Treyes, and Isander Sanchez

Student Miles Budde (right) interviewed Kathleen Cleaver (left), former national 
communications secretary for the Black Panther Party, and former wife of author and 
activist Eldridge Cleaver.



Please, Sirs… Can I have some...
MORE??

 Today, the Iraq issue is becoming more and more controversial. 
Some people start to doubt about the decision that the president Bush 
had made, and even congress have different opinions on this issue,  and 
what Bush says is :1.  Twenty thousand troops will help to stabilize 
Baghdad and reinforce Anbar province, on condition that Iraqis take on 
Shia militias. 2. One billion in reconstruction aid. The funds will be 
used in creating new job opportunities and stimulating economy to show 
Iraqis that the peace can be dividend. 3. In Bush’s opinion, the Middle 
East should help too.  However, the Congress does not agree with 
president Bush, what they say is: 1.  it’s a mistake to build up twenty 
thousand troops. House was expected to vote for increasing troops, 
senate legislation forces Bush to seek congressional approval, but 
neither of them could block the deployment of the troops. 2. one billion 
dollars reconstruction aid, the congress think do not throw good money 
after bad.  There has been millions of dollars overpaid by Pentagon to 
Iraq contractors, at first,  when congress “authorized Bush to use force if 
necessary”. No one in congress actually thought Bush would invade 
Iraq if it wasn’t necessary. But that’s what Bush actually did. In this 
case, Bush lied to congress, America, and then proceeded to waste half a 
trillion tax payer dollars,  get thirty thousand wounded, and got United 
States trapped in Iraq.
       So far,  the only thing Congress did wrong was to believe that 
President Bush would act prudently and with the country’s best interest. 
Instead, Bush acted with his, Cheney’s and Halliburton’s bank accounts 
and ran up a debt that will take decades to pay back, and he made 
America less safe.

-Wei Xu

National Honors Society
 The much-anticipated National 
Honor Society induction ceremony took 
place on May 3rd. Parents, students, 
teachers, school officials and guests 
attended this event with a smile on their 
faces,  because this ceremony recognizes 
and celebrates outstanding young men 
and women’s accomplishments in 
academics, community service, and 
leadership.

 This year, about 75 students 
were honored, including both juniors and 
seniors. Among the inducted members 
include some who will attend some of the 
world’s finest universities, some who are 
extensively involved in helping the community, and some who have 
won statewide and nationwide competitions. 

 First, Theo Papageorge gave a sensational piano solo, followed 
by a welcome address from the Honor Society’s advisor, Ms. 
Gianoppoulos. Among the speakers were our current principal Robert 
Canelli, former principal Mr. John Courtmanche, and Cross graduate 
and Alderman Mr. Alex Rhodeen. Student speakers included president 
Lucian Switzer, Gabriella Gonzalez with a Spanish introduction, Robert 
Inahuazo with a welcome in Spanish, secretary Miranda Valerio on 
scholarship,  Paul Zeng on the meaning of leadership, vice president 
Sam Cunningham on the importance of service, and Ashley Velasquez 
on character. Shira Winter addressed the juniors. 

 Paul Zeng dissected the word “leadership” into three 
components, “lead”, “er” and “ship”.  After analyzing each part, he 
concluded that a leader is like a metal,  an endoplasmic reticulum, and 
the captain of a ship named Voyage Future. 

 Sam Cunningham spoke about service. “As I was driving to 
this ceremony this event and trying to get gas, I looked at the ‘self-
serve’ sign at the gas station, and I thought to myself, ‘Is there enough 
service in this country? Do we really take care of our neighbors? We 
don’t need to wait for others to join us before we go and make a 
contribution. All we need is for ourselves to take the initiative.”

 After the speeches, each new member of the National Honors 
Society walked on stage to receive his or her certificate. After getting 
their certificates,  the members stood in their seats,  each holding a 
candle, and swore allegiance to the principles of the National Honor 
Society.

-Paul Zeng

Unintended Consequences?

This year at Cross, 23 different exams were 
given and 278 copies were administered. The 
number of students participating in the Cross 
AP program has ballooned over the past few 
years. Cross, and the students, should be 
proud. However, is this trend consistent with 
the goal of closing the achievement gap? It’s 
worth a discussion. 
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FEATURES

Ready Yet?
 Getting prepared for prom was a huge run around. My hair 
needed getting done, and the time was ticking fast. I would say too fast, 
but then, when everything was coming into place, it all became perfect. 
I felt like it was a wedding, but thank God it wasn’t.  My photographer 
followed me, my boyfriend, and the family around at home before we 
left. We finally got to prom and had a blast. I danced, laughed and felt 
like the night was worth it. The after-prom was fun and exciting. This is 
definitely something I will never forget. The place was very nice it was 
well organized and I know the organizers worked very hard to have it 
the way it was.  Everyone was well presented and showed a lot of 
elegance throughout the night.  -Sarah Derbala

THE PROCLAMATION                                                             10                      JUNE 2007



THE PROCLAMATION                                                             11                      JUNE 2007

Everybody Was Kung Fu Fighting! 
Based on an interview with Ilya Profatilov of the Mantis Kung Fu School.

My name is Ilya Profatilov. I own and teach at the Mantis Kung Fu Academy in the center of 
Hamden. I will tell you about my life. I grew up in the Soviet Union, in the late 70’s or 80’s in Moscow, 
now Russia. As a kid I studied Judo, Sambo (a Russian martial art), and Karate.  I first got interested in 
the martial arts when I was about 11 or 12 years old. I was sick with the flu and my mom brought me 
magazines like National Geographic. I read an article about Japanese Karate, which said that those guys 
who practice Karate do about 100 pushups on their knuckles and then they hit the makiwara, which is 
straw wrapped around a post. They hit it until their knuckles bleed. Then they have a bowl of iodine and 
they dip their hands in there and build incredible calluses. 

So I decided to do the same thing. I did as many pushups as I could and I had a rug on the wall 
which I hit until my knuckles started bleeding, which didn’t take a long time. Then I got my mom’s 
iodine and dipped my knuckles in it.  I was really sorry about it because I was screaming for quite a while 
because it was painful. After that for a month it couldn’t heal because it was infected. That was the 
stupidest idea I had. 

There were no Karate schools in Moscow. Then when I was 13 a school opened that was a 30 
minute walk from my house and I went there. In the school there were all these men like in their 40’s and 
50’s and it was weird being the only 13 year old. After a year and a half, Karate and any kind of martial 
arts were banned in the Soviet Union completely, because some guy kicked another guy in the stomach 
on the street with a side kick and he had a liver rupture or something. So there was no Karate anymore, and obviously no Kung Fu. We were hiding 
in the basements and in parks so they wouldn’t catch us as we continued to practice martial arts.  It was illegal until I went to the army, in ’84 and 
soon Karate and martial arts became legal again.  In the army I did some Karate, kickboxing, and mainly hand to hand combat used in the army for 
paratroopers. In the army I saw a program about Chinese martial arts. After that I got involved in Chinese martial arts. Life in the Soviet Army was 
not easy. At first it was weird and tough and lots of fights and trying to fit in. But after a while you get your fights and then you establish yourself 
and then you’re fine.  It’s a school of life in a way, you learn a lot. I have only had to use what I learned back in Russia, not here though.  The more 
you learn, the less you use and the less situations and opportunities that you will have to use it in. You have to learn how to avoid situations which 
lead to fights, which happened a few times here.

It was in 1994 when I established the first Kung Fu school. There were Kung Fu schools in Moscow since 1989 and in 1994 we established 
the Praying Mantis Boxing Kung Fu School. The benefits of learning Kung Fu include mainly building your strength and your spirit, spiritual 
strength and physical strength. You build a sense of confidence in who you are and what your place in this world is. Through that, you build that 
confidence and being able to challenge yourself and work on yourself through those difficulties. As we all know, any kind of physical activity 
affects positively any kind of mental and intellectual activities.  As a well balanced human being that is a goal. You want to be a renaissance man. 
You don’t want 100% scholar or 100% weightlifter. You want to be a well balanced person.

I decided to stick with Kung Fu because I felt that it was something like “it’s my thing and it’s my way” and I followed it because I liked it.  
I felt very comfortable with it and it always felt like that from the very beginning, so I decided to stick with it. Another reason was a little bit 
simpler. Kung Fu was a little more challenging for me and I liked that. Plus, I was majoring in Chinese language and culture, history. It was kind of 
a natural choice to combine the cultural and other studies of China with martial arts practice in China.

Mantis Kung Fu Academy in Hamden is different from other schools in the area because this is a different discipline. I mean we don’t have 
any Kung Fu schools in the area, this is the only one. Here we teach traditional self defense and fighting system which is purely traditional. It goes 
back 300 years and the style is in direct transmission from one master to another. We are not here for business or making money. Our goal 
throughout all our schools is to preserve this ancient Chinese tradition and transmit it to future generations.

For young people especially life is different nowadays. It is a much easier, existence in this world, but you never know what might happen. 
Everybody is young and every thing is nice and smooth, but yet things happen. And if God forbid anything happens, you got to be prepared, 
mentally and physically. You got to be tough all over to be able to survive in the modern world, whether you do business or sports or anything else, 
even art. You know if you are a painter you got to fight for your place under the sun. If you do something like Kung Fu, it will definitely build your 
character and you will learn the ethical and moral values that will help throughout life.

-Harrison Strom



Ancient, Still Dreadful
Most people would look at a person with dreadlocks and say, 

“What is he thinking? That looks terrible”. Most people do not even 
know the purpose or meaning of this complex hairstyle. I plan on 
wearing dreadlocks myself. If you are going to wear dreadlocks I 
suggest that you know the history and the meaning of them. The first 
known examples of locks date back to ancient dynastic Egypt, where 
Egyptian royalty and commoners wore locked hairstyles and wigs 
appeared on bas-reliefs, statuary and other artifacts. So the hair style 
isn’t as recent as most people think. As a matter of fact,  it is even stated 
in the bible that Samson the Almighty, wore his seven locks and lost his 
immense strength after they were cut. According to Roman accounts of 
the time, the Celts wore dreadlocks as well, describing them as "hair-
like snakes". Locks also have been part of Mexican culture as depicted 
in the picture below showing locks on an Aztec person.

Most think that dreadlocks originated in Jamaica. That is not 
the case at all. The reason why dreadlocks started in Jamaica is because 
when slavery ended the rulers went after the Native Americans and 
some escaped and ended up in islands in which dreadlocks were part of 
the culture.  Why would Native Americans have dreadlocks? Simple, 
ever since the beginning of time high priests have worn locks longer 
than ordinary people.  That is how the Rastafari Act was brought to 
existence. Another interesting bit of information is that dreadlocks got 
their name from the way they look. Most people do not even know that 
when their hair is dreaded that they have taken the responsibility of the 
priest and are not allowed to act in certain ways. This is why 
Rastafarians are peaceful. This transformation is not recognized by 
many. This is why I chose to take on this subject. I will take any 
additional questions and answer them to best of my knowledge on the 
subject. 

-Brandon Mitchell

What Next?
Grace Rosado:
 
My favorite year in high school would have to be my first year, when I 
was a freshman because I was new to school in which I didn’t know 
very well,  I met new people and made new friends throughout the whole 
year. People told me that it was fun, and you can take up to three classes 
and leave early and do a lot of fun stuff. I thought since you’re a senior 
you can get away with many things. It’s not what I expected, but in 
ways it’s still the same. My senor year has been quite alright, I’ve 
managed to get everything in, in order to pass my classes. I don’t let 
anything get in my way. Yes my sisters were very encouraging, my 
sisters are attending school right now, and seeing them work and go to 
school, really motivates me in doing such things. If I could do senior 
year all over I would most likely try to get honors and do extra stuff, so 
I can get more credit,  and it may look good in my college applications. 
After high school I plan on working part-time, and attending school so I 
won’t get lazy. I plan on having not only a good future, but a great 
one…I want to be someone in the future.
 
Autumn Smith:
 
My favorite year in High school was my freshman year. I say this 
because; I had the most fun this year. Water fights,  French fries in the 
lunchroom, and when it was a fight in the café my friends and I use to 
go and steal food while everyone else was fighting. That also was the 
year when the fire alarms use to get pulled all the time. It was to the 
point where they just left us outside at the park. That was fun!!   I was 
told that there was a lot of freedom and you get away with a lot of 
things. When I 
was an under 
c lassman I 
thought the 
seniors were 
cool and they 
could do what 
they wanted 
basically. I 
could wait to 
b e c o m e a 
senior so that I 
could get the 
s p e c i a l 
p r i v i l e g e s . 
Being a senior 
is the way I 
expected it to 
be. It’s so 
much freedom. 
My senior year has been a lot of fun so far. I think it’s been this way 
because I worked hard my freshman, sophomore and junior year. I think 
I deserve it. Not to toot my own but Beep Beep!!  My mom was very 
encouraging with the whole college situation. She helped me out a lot. If 
I was to do senior year again,  I would have switched my English class. 
But I guess I needed a challenge. After High school I plan on going to 
Southern full time and studying Criminal Justice/Criminology.

Interviews by Catessa Pittman and Donnaya Smith
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THE YANKS ARE COMING. REALLY?
 The annual New York Auto Show, in its 107th season, ran this 
spring at the Javits Convention Center. More than 100,000 attended the 
show during its nine days. More than one thousand cars and trucks were 
showcased this year, including concept and new production cars. Ford 
and Chevy had gorgeous and cute, but can they bounce back?
      Standouts at the show included the Hyundai’s Genesis concept 
car, Lincoln’s MIR concept car, the 2007 Lexus LS 460 flagship sedan, 
and the trio of concept cars by 
Chevrolet: the Beat, the Flux, and 
the Groove.
      Hyundai has come a long 
way since their entry into the 
American market in 1986. 
Hyundai is the 4th largest import 
brand in America.  The Genesis 
puts Hyundai into the luxury 
sedan market, will start at around 
$30,000,  and compares to other 
brands over $40,000. 
 Ford’s North America 
market share drop 22 percent since 2002, and last year Ford lost $12.6 
billion dollars. The American public views Ford vehicles as crude and 
unreliable. Ford has worked hard to better its build quality and recently 
received initial quality scores comparable to Toyota and Nissan. Lincoln 
is one of Ford’s luxury brands, and featured its MKR concept car at. The 
MIR has an aerodynamic polished body and its exterior boldly is 
decorated with LED headlamps and taillights, giving the car a futuristic 

look. Under the hood is a powerful 
but environmentally friendly V6 
engine that cranks out 415hp and 
which can also run on E85 ethanol 
fuel.  There’s no word on whether it 
will go into production. 
      Toyota’s Lexus line has 
been accepted as the standard for 
refinement, and it is now trying to 
compete with its German rivals in 
performance.  The new Lexus flagship 

LS 460 has body temperature sensors,  the world first 8-speed automatic 
transmission,  and the ability to park itself. Zero to 60 mph in 5.9 
seconds comes from a 380 hp Ultra-low Emission V8 engine. Lexus 
will launch the hybrid long-wheelbase LS 600 HL in 2008.
      Like Ford, General Motors has taken a beating from imports. 
The Beat, the Flux, and the Groove 
are three compact-size concept cars 
that Chevrolet designed to take 
back young buyers from the Honda 
Fit, Toyota Yaris,  and the Scion 
mini cars.  Chevrolet says that one 
of these three concepts will make it 
to production. 
 The trend in the auto 
world is fiercer competition.  The 
American car companies are 
struggling to hang on to market share and seem to be addicted to the 
easy profits from SUV’s. The Yanks have ideas. Now they need the will. 

-Paul Zeng

A View From Mr. Carthens
Mr. Carthens:

 Dr. Kerry Brian was the first principal that I had. She brought a 
lot of energy with the sports and athletics department. And it motivated 
us. My title is Drop out Prevention. But I do work with the 
administration. Mr. Conaway is one of the great men of business in this 
school. He has put a lot of kids in school. Mr. Conaway is low-key - he 
doesn’t let things bother him. He’s a great man to know. Mr. Wright is 
probably my closest friend here. We’ve both been doing this for over 13 
years.
 I think with the new administration coming in, they really 
didn’t know the kids. But when I first came in 97, I didn’t know the 
kids. So I had to learn how to approach a kid. The first time I came out, 
I would get mad with them; I would stick them out. I learned that you 
can’t do that with that approach - you will get on the wrong side of the 
kids. It’s best if you pull them to the side, and you talk to them, and with 
this you get a better reaction -this is what I’ve learned. Kids stay the 
same. They come in as freshmen and leave out young adults. I like to 
see myself as a role model.

 If there was one thing I could change in this school I would 
probably bring in more coaches, a little more discipline making sure 
coaches are with their students after school.
 I love our sports. I would like to see us win a little more. I was 
sad to see our football coach go because he did a lot for the school; he 
stayed on the kids. But our football program is definitely on the 
upswing, but you just have to be careful whom you bring in. I think our 
baseball coach, Mr. Dagliere, is doing a great job  - he’s in the school 
system and bringing a lot of energy.
 I think there are some faculty and staff that don’t know how to 
talk to kids or how to become one when needed. But the young people 
that are growing up today are very disrespectful, and they need to learn. 
It starts at the home, but they need to learn how to talk to and respect 
people that are older than they are. But I think that both sides need to 
work at respect. And by doing this we all can connect better. 

- Jonathan Henderson
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Farewell, Mr. Broker
 Odds are that if you’ve ever ventured to West Rock Park in the 
late afternoon, you would see him there, perched atop a ledge, telescope 
in hand, waiting patiently to catch a rare glimpse of a Peregrine Falcon, 
the bird which he has devoted nearly a decade to studying. Other times 
you might see him at the Peabody Museum, checking out the latest 
fascinating exhibits, while taking another look at the old ones as well. 
But if you’re a student at Wilbur Cross, You’ve definitely seen him in 
action on the third floor in his classroom, doing what he does best, 
teaching the many sciences that have fascinated him over the course of 
his life. Of course I’m talking about Mr. Stephen Broker, the dedicated 
nature lover, with an even greater passion for teaching his many 
students.
 In the summers of his youth though, he spent a lot of time on 
Cape Cod in Massachusetts, where his passion for the environment 
began. The many summers he spent there allowed him to really take a 
closer look at nature, and these summers would prove to be a vital asset 
to his future as a nature enthusiast.
 After Graduating from high school, Mr. Broker enrolled as an 
undergrad at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. While 
there, Broker focused his studies on his passion of Science, Majoring in 
Biology, while at the same time, holding a minor in Chemistry. Mr. 
Broker left his undergraduate studies at Wesleyan University with a 
B.A. in Arts. Broker continued with some of his graduate studies at 
Wesleyan University, before moving onto Yale Graduate School, where 
he was accepted into the Yale Forestry School. While studying at the 
Yale Forestry School, Mr. Broker had first real experiences with true 
environmental studies, and also had some great experiences along the 
way.
 While at the Yale Forestry School, Broker worked and studied 
at the Yale Peabody Museum, where he became deeply fascinated by 
museum collections. Upon Graduating from the Yale 
Forestry School, Broker received an M.F.S. (master of 
forest sciences), which paved the road to his future 
environmental studies journey.
 With the Yale Forestry School, he had the 
great opportunity of Traveling to both Puerto Rico and 
Germany, where he really got a hands on approach to 
studying forestry. While in Germany, he was a part of 
many hands on studies in German Forestry, and 
Learned of the great Forestry Techniques that were in 
fact started by the Germans Hundreds of years ago. 
“The great thing about Yale is that they think big”. 
“The Forestry School has a global mission and its truly 
remarkable”. Broker left the college scene and in 1971, 
he shifted his focus of educating students towards high 
school classrooms, where he has been a teacher on and 
off for a total of 19 years. His several schools where he 
has taught include Richard C. Lee High School in New 
Haven where he taught from 1976-1980. He also taught 
1 year of Hope High School, until coming to Wilbur 
Cross in the 1990’s.
 As a teacher at Wilbur Cross, Mr. Broker has 
been a devoted teacher to any student who needs his 
help, but has also stirred things up a little bit with his 
infamous act of Bringing a dead deer carcass into the 

classroom in order to dissect it, causing the hallways to reek of the foul 
odor.
 In the fall of 2000, Wilbur Cross began to run its regular 
Advanced Placement courses. “  I took an A.P. training course, which 
allowed me to continue my studies in the course, only this time being 
able to broaden my approach to the subject and be more hands on with 
students”. The A.P. course has been a major part of Mr. Broker’s 
teaching throughout the past years, and it has allowed him to take the 
course to the next level, and really get his students involved, and 
interested in the Environment more, by studying it first hand, and by 
collecting all of the knowledge and resources given to them. When 
speaking about what it takes to teach an A.P. Environmental Science 
course, Broker Says, “  When you teach an A.P. Science course, you 
have to keep current with the subject matter, because its constantly 
changing”. “  I’ve decided to study areas in which I need more 
knowledge in, in order to better prepare my students for the A.P. 
exams.”
 As for his view on Global Warming, Mr. Broker only has one 
thing to say. “  Everybody should see Al Gore’s movie (An Inconvenient 
Truth), because the message is so powerful, and because our future 
depends on it”.
 This 2006-2007 school year, which is winding down fast and 
coming to a close will mark Mr. Broker’s 20th year as a teacher, his last. 
He plans to retire at the conclusion of this year, and focus his attention 
to other things, such as extensive fieldwork. “It’s just the right time,” 
I’ve been here for a long time, and I have done what I love to do, teach 
my students the importance of science in our lives”. This dedicated, 
Intelligent, and caring man and teacher will surely be missed, but the 
famous stories of Mr. Broker’s tenure here at Wilbur Cross will surely 
reverberate in the halls of this school for years to come.

-Bryan McGarthy
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ARTS

Don Omar, de pastor de Iglesia a 
intérprete de reggaetón?
 Sus inicios en el mundo de la música están vinculados con la 
Iglesia, siendo pastor en la Iglesia de la Restauración en Cristo de 
Bayamón, Puerto Rico durante cuatro años. En esa época formó parte de 
varios grupos que cantaban en celebraciones religiosas. 
 Educado en Villa Palmeras, una de las zonas más favorecidas 
de la Isla del Encanto, empezó a componer sus primeras canciones y 
poemas a los doce años. Como ya saben “El Rey del reggaetón” empezó 
su carrera por medio del cristianismo ya que era pastor de jóvenes por 
cuatro años. 
 Lo que dijo Don Omar acerca del pastorado “No fue fácil dejar 
el pastorado, hasta el sol de hoy siento que fue una decisión bastante 

difícil, porque sabes que 
t i e n e s u n a 
responsabilidad con el 
cielo, que siempre vas a 
tener que rendirle 
cuentas a Dios...
 Habla con un 
inmenso dolor. Es un 
joven cálido pero al 
mismo tiempo un 
hombre que sabe 
guardar distancia. Su 
brazo derecho está 
invadido por un gran 
tatuaje que nace en la 
muñeca y termina en el 

antebrazo. Es un ángel, 
un ángel donde tiene cabida sus amigos y sus enemigos. Un ángel que le 
recuerda cada día y segundo de su vida de dónde vino, quién es y dónde 
está su máximo líder”. Ahora Esa Iglesia es Pastoreada por El Apóstol 
José R. Álvarez Martínez Con su esposa la cual han sacado adelante y 
hay un   website al cual pueden visitar y enterarse mas de este problema 
el cual encuentro grave! Ahora el joven se dedica a producir discos de 
reggaetón los cuales están siendo comprados por muchos desde Puerto 
Rico hasta donde ustedes se puedan imaginar….      -Victor Gonzalez 

First Time Is Fun, Second Time Is Silly, 
Third Time Is a Spanking – 

Spiderman 3



 On May 3rd, 2007, Sam Raimi’s third installment of the 
Spiderman series was released into theatres across the United States.  
The film set a new opening weekend record in North America, with 
ticket sales estimated in the high $140 millions range.  Though the 
movie made a lot of money, people question: “Was this really worth the 
wait?” Half of the movie is filled with cheesy romance scenes and other 
half is filled with action; so at 140 minutes,  it’s not a difficult movie to 
sit through.  The movie has three villains with story lines for each, so 
it’s more like three or four movies clumsily crammed into one.  
However, the movie does have extremely good special effects, as most 

of us know from the previous movies, 
yet the other two movies seemed to 
impress audiences better.  Don’t get 
me wrong- it’s an entertaining movie 
and the special effects are amazing, 
but somehow the movie doesn’t live 
up to its name.  If you are looking for 
a mildly fun time with known 
characters,  then go ahead and check it 
out or just wait for it to come onto 
DVD.  For now, “Look out! Here 
comes SPIDERMAN!”

-Harrison Strom
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The Russians Have Arrived.
 I am not sure if an average person would want to rush to Echo Lake in Afton, 
NY on May 4th or steer clear of the area until the end of that fateful weekend. Certainly the 
event orchestrated there wasn’t one easily imaginable to pop up on the East coast. 
 From May 4th to May 6th, the beautiful, peaceful campground became home to 
a giant ogre outdoors Russian rock festival, organized by the Russian Rock Club of America. 
The Club, in existence since 1999, has been holding frequent festivals and concerts all over 
the country, inviting Russian hardcore and acoustic musicians. In 2006, the idea came up to 
hold an event that would give those attending as much room as possible to eat, drink, camp 
out, play and listen to music, and enjoy each other’s company. (Not to be confused with a 
bear-infested Communistic Bierfest.)
 This year’s ECHO – as the Fest was called – was complete with the traditional 
custom t-shirts, CD sale, and, naturally, music. The club KZM brought its acoustic bard 
musicians, and the first concert night was devoted entirely to their performance. The second 
concert boomed with electric guitars and roaring vocals – this time, the heavier musicians 
were released. Russians and friends of Russians flocked to the site, some torn from their 
musical and cultural roots and wishing to close the gap for a few days, others simply seeking 

a break in the repose of nature. The sounds one would hear could range from the quacking of wild ducks among the lapping of water to the laughter of 
tipsy friends to the refreshing decibels of the concerts. The bands that played varied greatly in style, origin and experience. A few of the numerous 2007 

performers were Sergei Kuzmenko (a musician identical in 
appearance, vocals and personality to the well-known deceased 
Viktor Tsoi of KINO), Zheka Koshmar, INTERZONA, Force 
Major, Pike and Genia Gavrilets of The Orphans. The most 
important guest, however, hailed from Russia herself: Mikhail 
Bashakov, author of the Russian parody of “Living Next Door 
to Alice”, was the very last musician to play on the last concert 
night.  ECHO occurs annually and offers a great deal to both 
the Russian community and anyone who loves quality, heartfelt 
music or camping at a splendid location. (More information 
about the Fests can be obtained at www.russianrock.net )

Celebrate International
Culinary Diversity at

Freshly Made Egg Rolls • Indian Curries
Middle Eastern Salads • Italian Lasagne

Mexican Enchilladas • Posole Stew
organic ingredients • international cooking

1000 CHAPEL STREET at College Street
203.562.3888 • www.clairescornercopia.com

Vegetarian
Restaurant
Since 1975

-Kristina Staklo

http://www.russianrock.net
http://www.russianrock.net


SPORTS

Spring Sports
The sports of this spring season weren’t the most successful of 

the year.  For the first time in a while, none of our teams made the state 
tournament; but then again, it was a rebuilding year for some teams.  
Some teams came within a win or tow of making the state tournament, 
but that just shows that these teams are going to be even better in the 
coming years.
 The baseball team lost a lot of seniors last year, but still had the 
talent to make the state tournament.  Unfortunately they finished the 
season 7-13 to fall just one win shy of the state tournament.  They had 
two underclassmen, Joe Neagle and Elven Rodriguez, named to the All-
Division team.  The talent the underclassmen showed this year is just 
the beginning of how good they can be.
 The softball team didn’t have the best of years, but it was a 
building year for them as well. They only started with a few seniors and 

they had to 
fight 
through the 
struggles of 
playing a 
tough 
schedule in 
a tough 
division.  
This whole 
year was 
just though 
for them, 
but the 
potential 
they 
showed is a 
sign of 
good things 
to come on 
the 
Governor’s 
softball 
team.
 This year 
the lacrosse 
team lost a 
lot of its 
seniors who 
led the team 
last year.  
They 
finished off 
the season 
with not as 
many wins 
as they had 
hoped.  But 

with a new coach and a new inner core of players, it wasn’t too bad of a 
season.  Look for them to be bigger and better when the ’08 rolls 
around.
 The golf team always enjoys beating up on their inner city 
rivals- Career and Hillhouse; and this year they did just that.  They 
played tournaments all over the state and enjoyed a successful year as 
inner city golf team.  They may lose one or two seniors, but next year 
they will have new seniors who are ready to step up and be just as good 
as they were this year.
 The tennis team was full of underclassmen this year, and those 
underclassmen stepped up.  Led by junior Misha Lehrer, the Governor’s 
tennis team enjoyed a decent year on the courts even though it may have 
not ended as they wanted it to.  They’re only going to lose a few seniors 
at the end of the year, so look for their team to be even better next year 
with the developed group of seniors ready to carry the team to win after 
win.
 The track team runs in a very tough division and some of the 
teams they run against are among the top in the state.  They run against 
Hillhouse, who always bring up their top runners to the meets and Cross 
always performs well.  They have a lot of underclassmen, including 
Casmir Loxom, who is ready to step up and help Cross become one of 
the best teams in the state.

-Nick Neeley

NBA Playoffs
 The Spurs 
wasted no time in 
securing their spot in 
the 2007 NBA Finals. 
They out-scored the 
Jazz by 19 points in 
the first quarter and 
beat them 109-84. 
Tim Duncan and 
Tony Parker scored 
21 points each and 
Ginobili added 12. 
This is the third time 
in five years that the 
spurs have made the 
finals.
 L e B r o n 
James took another 
s t e p t o w a r d 
legendary status on 
Thursday. James 
scored Cleveland’s 
final 25 points, and 29 of the final 30, spanning across the end of 
regulation and both overtime periods, to finish with a playoff career-
high 48 points. The final two came on a game-winning lay-up with 2.2 
seconds left in a 109-107 victory in Game 5 over the Pistons that gave 
the Cavaliers a 3-2 lead in the Eastern Conference Finals. There are at 
most two more games in the Eastern Conference, one on Sat, Jun 2 at 
Cleveland and the other on Mon, Jun 4 at Detroit.

-Nick Neeley
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AFTERTHOUGHTS

Naturalization Ceremony
 My first impression was of joyfulness when they delivered the 
citizenship to all those people that attended the court session. It was 
very beautiful when all those people stood up to receive their citizenship 
and the happiness that almost brought tears to their eyes. It was 
wonderful for me to have witnessed a historical event of this magnitude. 
 I learned today to value the dreams, triumphs and happiness of 
all those people who come to live in this country to progress and o 
obtain a better future for them and their families. I also learned to have 
the courage and the force necessary to achieve proposed goals 
regardless of all the road blocks that are encountered.
 The difference between the book and that of a real life 
experience is very different. In a book at times you cannot understand it 
well, and therefore you don’t have to react. However, in real life 
situations like this one, you are present and have to experience what the 
people felt when they obtained their citizenship. You are able to 
visualize and feel the emotions that something so beautiful portrays. 
Also, you have to live it, rather than to read it and remain as if nothing 
happened. 

-Valery Colon

MILITARY RECRUITERS 
 
 Although military recruitment has been a fact of life at Wilbur 
Cross for decades, it is still a source of controversy.  As the school year 
comes to a close, many seniors are without plans for the future. There 
are those who say Cross is an ideal school for recruiters because many 
of these students could benefit from military service.  Others  say that, 
because high school students are young, many are  vulnerable to 
influence and may not benefit at all, especially in a time of war.
   Recruiters say military service helps young men and women 
build a foundation for the future by providing money for a college 
education which would otherwise be financially impossible. Sargent 
Johnson of the New Haven Military Recruitment Office notes that 
volunteers are given “a lot of opportunities, get to travel, and do jobs 
they normally wouldn't have access to.”  Some object and ask, “How is 
the money, or the education, or the experience going to help me if I am 
dead?“ Wilbur Cross faculty member Tom Sugrue believes “it would be 
interesting to see the recruitment success if the situation were explained 
fully.  There could be a war tomorrow, you could have to kill someone, 
or be crippled for the rest of your life.”  Critics also mention other 
organizations, like the Peace Corps, which can also provide education 
based-financial assistance without the risk of fighting in armed combat.
 Sergeant Johnson has talked to “lots of students and lots of 
teachers at cross.”  After asking the opinions of several Cross faculty 
members, it seems that most discourage students from making such a 
profound decision at such a young age.  While most private schools do 
not allow recruiters access to their campuses some public schools have 
also banned military recruiters while A growing number of others are 
considering it. A rapidly increasing number of Parent Teacher 
Associations have expressed interest or are currently exploring options.  
Garfield High School, a public school in Seattle, Washington, recently 
voted to adopt a resolution which says, "public schools are not a place 
for military recruiters."  According, though, to article 9528 of the No 
Child Left Behind Act, the federal government reserves the right to 
withhold funding from schools that do not participate in recruitment 
programs.  For better or worse, this makes recruiters a mandatory part of 
public education.
 The tactics used by recruitment officers are controversial and  
are, in many ways, very similar to corporate advertising.  Military 
recruiters give out key chains, pamphlets with images depicting young 
people in uniform, in positions of control over high-tech equipment, 
showing pride in their country.  These images seek to entice.  The reality 
can be much different.  Tom Sugrue explains the motivation behind 
these tactics as “an appeal to the adolescent ego, that needs to stand out, 
to be a hero.”  The Wilbur Cross Guidance Office is full of pamphlets 
which promote enlistment.  One such pamphlet reads “Some day history 
classes could read about you.”  The pamphlet goes on to explain the 
educational benefits military service provides, including full tuition 
scholarships to those who are eligible.  Tom Sugrue voiced skepticism. 
“This is a situation in which the military is not in a position to guarantee 
you anything...history classes won't be reading about your full 
scholarship.”
 The necessity of a military is unquestionable, particularly in a 
time of war.  The methods used, however, to maintain the numbers in an 
army of volunteers are of high stakes and are highly debatable. This 
controversy will most likely continue, especially with regard to whether 
recruiters should be in our schools, attempting to persuade young people 
who may not be ready to make informed decisions about their futures.  
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